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Just Another Step 1n Being a
Village Public Safety Officer

By Chantelle Bartleson and Randy Boskofsky

The story | wrote about is my dad’s (Marvin Bartleson
Jr.s) experience in training for his village public safety
officer job. I wanted to do this story because my dad
always talks about his “cold water” survival training
and I find it very interesting and at times funny. [
thought that everyone would enjoy reading about his
experiences, because I enjoyed hearing about them.
Here’s the story.

Twenty-two-year-old Marvin Bartleson Jr. was the
Village Public Safety Officer (V.P.S.0O.) of Port Lions
for five and a half years.
Marvin, along with twenty-
two others had to do a two
week long survival training
course. The course was pre-
requisite; they had to take it.
There were people from all
over Kodiak Island and False
Pass. The training involved
classwork study on survival
tactics for three days. They
went down to the swimming pool for two consecutive
days and did in-water exercises. donning survival suits
in the water and out of the water.

One thing they did was put on a whole bunch of
gear, such as hip boots, rain gear, and heavy coats,
before getting thrown into the pool. Marvin says, “It’s
amazing. but true; you're more buoyant with all that
gear on. It won’t make you sink! It will actually help
you stay afloat. I didn’t believe it either, because |
have always been a sinker. | have very low body fat
and that body fat keeps a person buoyant. 1f I'd stay
still in the water 1'd sink like a rock! So, they put

all that gear on me and threw me in there, and | was
floating just fine. Even after the clothes got saturated, |

wasn’t floating as high, but I was still floating without
having to tread water.”

Another activity they did was survival suits in
climate. The troopers took them down to the
shoreline and had each one of them jump into the
ocean without a survival suit, and then they'd get out
and put the survival suit on and jump back into the
water. “They did this exercise just to show us what
the difference is. That wasn’t fun either!” states
Marvin. “Come to think of it, that was a pretty cold
two weeks I spent.”

“*There was SNOW .. inaion of he
everywhere and
evervthing was
frozen.”

exercise at the end was
two days on Woody
[sland, when they made
a mock set up for the
V.P.S.0O.s to actually go
out and start using the
survival skills that they
learned during the prior
two weeks. The two days they spent on the island
were with no supplies. The mock shipwreck was
used basically to pretend that they were shipwrecked,
so they didn’t have anything with them. The only
things the troopers gave them were what you might
be able to get in an actual shipwreck. The troopers
put them all into groups of four, and they had one
survival suit that they shared. “It was the middle of
February, so it was really cold and we didn’t have
anything. It was snowing when they dropped us off,
and probably about 20 degrees. We had to make
shelter and try to find fire sources. It was hard,
because there was snow everywhere and everything
was frozen,” stated Marvin.

They didn’t have any way to start a fire and they
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couldn’t find any ignition sources. “Of course,
nobody had matches or anything like that,” says
Marvin. The way they stayed warm was with that one
survival suit, huddling together in their shelter, and
exercise. “You can’t just sit there.” They made a mock
shelter, using one guy’s pocket knife. It was all right
to have, because most boats around here are fishing
vessels, so there’s bound to be one man that has a
knife in his pocket. They found an old dead log and
ran branches up against it; the ground was frozen, so
it was hard to find anything like sod to make it warm.
They also found a spot on the beach that was washed
out from tidal surfs, and when it would snow, theyd
go crawl up underneath there when the tide was out
and they stayed pretty dry.

They stayed around their camp the first night and then
the next day they went
out to explore the rest
of the island. They

1t was only two

that he had smuggled out there. He found an old steel
dumpster that was partly rusted out at his campsite.
He got this big raging fire going in there and he was
all warm and happy. “He put his can of bacon up

on the side and he was warming that up and he had
some candy bars in there. I don’t know how he got
all that stuff out there; he must’ve had it in his coat

or something. So, pretty soon, all the V.P.S.O.’s (all
twenty-three of us), ended up over there at his camp,
because we saw the fire. The trooper came out and
caught him and took all his food away. | was standing
behind the trooper by the old dumpster, and while the
trooper was chewing the guy out, I reached up and
took a few pieces of bacon,” explained Marvin.

Marvin says that the worst part about it was really just
the weather. “It was only two days; it’s not like we
were going to starve

to death or freeze to
death. That’s one of the

walked a little bit and ui® = reasons they gave us the
it would warm them d ays! It S nOt I I Ke we survival suits,” states

up some, and they
explored the island
trying to find anything
they could use to help
improve their shelter,
or things they could
eat. They had to eat
whatever they could
find. Marvin ate limpets, because he didn’t care for
the other things that were edible. “I ate raw limpets,
not very many of them,” states Marvin, laughing. The
only way they could get water was from the snow.
They could eat just enough to keep themselves plenty
hydrated and they didn’t have to worry about it.

There wasn’t much to do, so they thought theyd take
a look around. They followed cattle paths and tried
to find any kind of items they could use to improve
their shelter, and maybe find something they could
start a fire with. “That didn’t happen,” stated Marvin.
“So we sat and told stories. We were all V.P.S.0.s, so
we compared incidents that occurred in the villages
that we had to take care of. We also talked about the
training and what the worst part of the training was.”
One time, they were in their shelter on the shore and
the tide came in while they were sleeping and they
almost got stuck in there. “That was pretty funny!”
One V.PS.O. brought out a can of bacon and matches
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Marvin. The trooper

were QOi“Q tO Stawe went to check on all the
to death. or freeze
to death.”

V.PS.O.s at the twenty-
four hour mark, just

to make sure everyone
was safe and nobody
was in danger of losing
their lives. “So, it was
really hard to make it super real lifelike; we didn’t get
thrown into the water off a boat and have to make it to
shore, soaking wet, and crawl up the beach half frozen
to death, and then have to try to make signals.” They
did some of that stuff. They made an SOS with rocks
and used trees to spell out the letters. They were told
that they could do that, because the Coast Guard knew
about the training exercise on the island, so they knew
not to respond to it. “And that’s about all we did.”

The purpose of this training was to gain personal
knowledge of what it’s actually like to be stranded
without any kind of supplies. “For two full days of
it, I know forty-eight hours doesn’t seem like a long
time, but it is. It seemed more like two weeks than
two days. It was no fun. We were frozen. Everyone
made it. Nobody got injured or frost bite or anything
like that.”









The Kodiak Launch Complex

Impact on the Island
By Zack Strong and Jonathon Brandal

Before we tell our story, we would like to say thank
you to Ray Schulte. Judy Clayton, Georgia Kramer
and Arnold Kewan for taking the time to talk with us
and express their views and knowledge. Thank you
very much, from Zack Strong and Jonathon Brandal.

In 1998 the Kodiak Launch Complex successfully
launched its first rocket, setting the trend for many
more successful launches up to the present. Based
on Kodiak Island, the Kodiak Launch Complex
has become controversial among local residents
of Kodiak, and people
abroad. Amid complaints
of adverse effects on the

Kodiak Island, the launch
facility has experienced
tremendous success,
growth, and recognition
around the world. The
Kodiak Launch Complex is
now a front runner in the developing of a successful
ballistic missile defense for the United States of
America.

To fully tell the story about the Kodiak Launch
Complex, we decided to talk with retired Air

Force fighter pilot, and head of the Kodiak Launch
Complex, Ray Schulte. To get a more rounded view
and feel of the launch complex’s affects on Kodiak,
we also interviewed a few of the local community
members of Port Lions. Ray Schulte holds the
positions of Health, Safety, and Environmental
Director, as well as the Range Safety Officer (or
RSO) at the Kodiak Launch Complex. Some of the
duties Mr. Schulte has performed include the health,
safety, and environmental impact of all operations
carried out by the Kodiak Launch Complex: the
overseeing of all implications of safety leading up
to, during, and after rocket launches at the complex;

“I believe that our efforts to

environment and wildlife of StOP even ]U.St one POSSib].e

attack, is worth everything
we could put into it.”

and dealing with customers who want to launch
rockets or other space vehicles from the complex.
The Kodiak Complex is an independent facility that
works together with the Missile Defense Agency
(MDA) and the Department of Defense (DOD), as
well as various other clients such as NASA.

With the basic questions out of the way, we decided
to get a general overview of the missile defense
program and the goal that our nation wishes to
attain with such a system. When we asked Mr.
Schulte what the main
objective of our missile
defense program

was, he gave us this
insight: “The overall
goal is to defend the
United States with an
interceptor program
that will intercept a
missile at any point in
its flight that will keep
it from ever making contact with U.S. soil.” He also
directed us to the MDA official website http://www.
acq.osd.mil/mda/mdalink/html/mdalink.html for
more in depth descriptions and explanations.

Next we discussed Kodiak’s direct role in the testing
of the interceptor missiles. We found out that the
Kodiak Launch Complex does not have the capability
to launch interceptor missiles and, at the present,
there are no plans to install them. The Kodiak
Launch Complex’s role in the process is to launch
target missiles for the interceptor missiles based

out of the Reagan test site on Kwajalein Atoll in the
Marshall Islands. Mr. Schulte explains the procedure
further: “Our role is to bring in a space vehicle (to
the launch complex), a rocket, assemble that rocket.
then on top of that rocket the payload. And that’s
what we refer to, whatever we

May 2005, Huani - 21






“It’s a really great
atmosphere. Needless to
say, I am a very strong
supporter.”

well as the United States economy.

Although the economic benefits are evident, there
are those who say that rocket launches hurt the
environment and have adverse effects on the animals
of Kodiak. When we asked Mr. Schulte about this, he
replied, “We are required by both the Federal. local,
and state wildlife organizations to conduct tests of

the waters around the range and around Kodiak. As
well, [we are required to] do population counts of
birds and other land and sea mammals to determine
whether there is any adverse impact. And those have
been done now since long before the complex was
built. as a matter of fact. So, it’s been going on for
over ten years. There has not been one single instance
of a negative impact to fish. marine mammals. land
mammals, or birds from the Kodiak Launch Complex.
Not one. We are required prior to every launch to

go in and take bird counts, animal counts, and water
samples. And then after the launch we conduct
another set of surveys. These are done by independent
environmental agencies, not by Alaska Aerospace.

We have to pay for it, but it’s done by someone else

so that there is no conflict of interest. These are very
extensive surveys and samples, and are sent off to
independent labs for review. All of the water samples
are, we don't do them ourselves, again, for
conflict of interest. And again, we have not had
one of them come back negative.”

use a nuclear weapon and say there is someone
out there that doesn’t like the United States,
who would launch a nuclear weapon at us
and hit a city, the impact would be something
that we’ve never experienced before. So, |
believe that our efforts to stop even just one
possible attack is worth everything we could
put into it.” He continued, “Needless to say |
am a very strong supporter. I believe we are
a very good neighbor, and that we work very hard to
promote the island of Kodiak and Alaska. And that
is a very exciting industry to be in. And a very good
thing for Alaska, to be into high technology and space
exploration.”

As we contemplate the interview with Ray Schulte,
we have come to the conclusion that the Kodiak
Launch Complex is a fantastic facility to have on
Kodiak. Through the complex. the economy benefits
immensely. Also, the launch complex brings jobs and
recognition to Kodiak. The Kodiak Launch Complex
is an invaluable asset in the future of Kodiak Island,
Alaska. and the United States. Even though we agreed
with Mr. Schulte that the facilities impact Kodiak
Island tremendously for the good, we wanted to go to
the community and find out if we were supported in
our conclusions.

The first community member we interviewed was
Judy Clayton. She commented that she had “mixed
feelings.” She explained that, I feel that in terms

of looking at the world situation at this time that...
realistically we have to look at protecting our nation.”
Mrs. Clayton went on to say that, although she agrees

“If you look back at the

damage done by just two

In closing our interview with Mr. Schulte, we
asked him his personal views on the importance
of the missile defense and the Kodiak Launch
Complex. Mr. Schulte said that “If you look
back at the damage done by just two aircraft
attacking us on September 11th, 2001. it caused
over a trillion dollars in economic damage and
killed over 3000 people. And those were just
commercial aircraft. They weren’t designed to
destroy a building. If you take that scale and

aircraft attacking us on
September 11th, 2001. It
caused over a trillion dollars
in economic damage, and

killed over 3000 people.”
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